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and there, after ablution, each woman fills her pitcher (lota)
with water, and all proceed in a body to a sacred pipar
tree (Ficus religiose?).    Before these women have had their
ablutions and are gone with their lotas towards the sacred
pipar-tezz, no one else that morning is allowed to touch the
water of the tank or spring.    On their arrival at the sacred
tree, all the women simultaneously pour the water in their
pitchers over the foot of the tree, saying, ' May rain fall on
earth like this.'    The wife of the village-priest now puts
marks of vermilion, diluted in oil, on the trunk of the tree.
After this the women depart, and the village priest or Pahan
proceeds to sacrifice a red cock to the god Baranda at the spot.
It is firmly believed by the Oraons that within a day or two
after this ceremony rain is bound to fall.   And in olden times,
it is said, a heavy shower of rain would even overtake the
women on their way home from the sacred tree.    In this case,
apparently, direct alliance, by sacrifice and by anointing the
tree with vermilion, have been superimposed on what was
once, perhaps, purely a ceremony of imitative magic.    Such
combination of imitative magic with prayer and sacrifice is a
prominent feature in the chief religious festival of the Oraons.
This festival, known as the Khaddi or Sarhul> is celebrated
when the ^-flowers are in blossom in the month of April,
shortly before the  time for sowing paddy in their fields.
Seasonable rain and plenty of it is a necessity to the agricul-
turalist.    And the Oraon is, above all, an agriculturalist.
Naturally, therefore, he leaves no expedient untried to ensure
plenty of rain.    Thus, when on the occasion of the Sarhul
festival, the village-priest or Pahan and his assistant, the
Pujar, go in procession from house to house, the women pour
large jarfuls (gharas) of water over the head, first of the priest,
then of his assistant, and finally over the head of everyone
and anyone ;   and all the Oraons revel in- water on that day
and splash mud on each other so as to present the mud-
besmeared appearance of persons sowing paddy-seeds in
mud.    By this they hope to have plenty of seasonable rain for
their agricultural operations.    A further custom observed on
the same occasion, of all the Oraon families of a village heap-
ing rice on  the sacred winnowing-basket (sup) which the
P;ihan carries in procession, and the Pahan dropping rice